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the Order notes that whether, and the
extent to which, the Commission should
delegate additional authority to states to
implement various numbering
optimization measures is the subject of
the Numbering Resource Optimization
Notice. The Order also states the
Commission’s belief that the existing
North American Numbering Council
reporting mechanism, as well as the
authority of the Wireless
Telecommunications Bureau to address
any wireless LNP implementation
problems that may arise, are sufficient
to address the LNP implementation
concerns raised by petitioners.

7. With respect to competition issues,
the Order states that the Commission
carefully considered the effect of
forbearance from the CMRS LNP
requirements on wireless-to-wireless
and wireless-to-wireline competition
and found that extending the wireless
LNP deadline until November 24, 2002,
but not beyond that date, would
promote competition in the short term
and in the long term. Regarding TRA’s
proposed alternative approach for
implementing LNP, the Commission
finds that the Commission adequately
considered TRA’s proposal in the CMRS
LNP Forbearance Order.

8. Finally, with respect to section 10
issues, the Order affirms the
Commission’s findings that the
forbearance granted in the CMRS LNP
Forbearance Order is consistent with
the statutory standard of section 10. In
addition, the Order states that, as an
alternative to section 10 forbearance, the
Commission could have extended the
CMRS LNP implementation deadline to
November 24, 2002 by granting a waiver
under § 1.3 of the Commission’s rules.
See 47 CFR 1.3.

Ordering Clause
9. Accordingly, pursuant to § 1.106 of

the Commission’s rules, 47 CFR 1.106,
the petitions for reconsideration of the
CMRS LNP Forbearance Order filed by
GTE Service Corporation, MCI
WorldCom Inc., the Pennsylvania Public
Utility Commission, and the
Telecommunications Resellers
Association are denied.

List of Subjects in 47 CFR Part 52
Telecommunications.

Federal Communications Commission.
Shirley S. Suggs,
Chief, Publications Group.
[FR Doc. 00–8651 Filed 4–6–00; 8:45 am]
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Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Atka Mackerel in the
Central Aleutian District of the Bering
Sea and Aleutian Islands

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Modification of a closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is opening directed
fishing for Atka mackerel in the Central
Aleutian District of the Bering Sea and
Aleutian Islands management area
(BSAI) and is prohibiting trawling
within Steller sea lion critical habitat in
the Central Aleutian District of the
BSAI. These actions are necessary to
fully utilize the 2000 A season harvest
specification of Atka mackerel total
allowable catch (TAC) in the Central
Aleutian District, and because the 2000
A season critical habitat percentage of
Atka mackerel allocated to the Central
Aleutian District has been reached.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), April 3, 2000, until 1200
hrs, A.l.t., April 15, 2000.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Andrew Smoker, 907–586-7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
BSAI exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for the Groundfish Fishery of the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Area
(FMP) prepared by the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council under
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act. Regulations governing fishing by
U.S. vessels in accordance with the FMP
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600
and 50 CFR part 679.

The A season apportionment of the
2000 TAC for Atka mackerel in the
Central Aleutian District is 11,424,
metric tons (mt), of which no more than
7,654 mt may be harvested from critical
habitat (65 FR 8282, February 18, 2000).
See § 679.20(c)(3)(iii) and
679.22(a)(8)(iii)(B).

The directed fishery for Atka
mackerel in the Central Aleutian District

was closed to reserve amounts
anticipated to be needed for incidental
catch in other fisheries (65 FR 11249,
March 2, 2000). NMFS has determined
that as of March 18, 2000,
approximately 2,000 mt remains in the
A season Central Aleutian District
directed fishing allowance.

The Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator) has
determined that the 2000 A season
directed fishing allowance for Atka
mackerel in the Central Aleutian District
has not been reached. Therefore, NMFS
is terminating the previous closure and
is opening directed fishing for Atka
mackerel in the Central Aleutian District
of the BSAI.

In accordance with
§ 679.22(a)(8)(iii)(A), the Regional
Administrator, has determined that the
A season allowable harvest of Atka
mackerel in Steller Sea lion critical
habitat within the Central Aleutian
District as specified under the 2000
harvest specifications has been reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
trawling in critical habitat, as defined at
50 CFR part 226, Table 1 and Table 2
in the Central Aleutian District of the
BSAI.

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. It must be
implemented immediately to fully
utilize the 2000 harvest specification of
Atka mackerel TAC in the Central
Aleutian District and to avoid jeopardy
to the continued existence of Steller sea
lions. Providing prior notice and
opportunity for public comment for this
action is impracticable and contrary to
the public interest. NMFS finds for good
cause that the implementation of this
action cannot be delayed for 30 days.
Accordingly, under 5 U.S.C. 553(d), a
delay in the effective date is hereby
waived.

This action is required by § 679.20
and § 679.22 and is exempt from review
under E.O. 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: April 3, 2000

Bruce C. Morehead,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 00–8547 Filed 4–3–00; 4:55 pm]
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